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Membership: A pdf of the 2016-2017 
MDPAG membership form is available at  
mdpag.org.

Education: Susan Kaplan is planning 
fall workshops. She will let us know at a 
meeting when the plans have been final-
ized with the instructor. 

Library:  If there are books or dvds 
you would like Librarian Scott Raft to  
consider for the guild library, let him 
know at a meeting or on mdpag.org.

Retreat: Retreat 2017 will be held on 
April 6-9 at the Colombiere Conference 
Center in Clarkston, MI.  

The Guest Artist is Deb Hart.  It’s not 
too late to register!  Contact Retreat Co-
Chair Chris Corliss for more informa-
tion. The registration form is available at 
mdpag.org.

Website: Send jpgs of your work or ones 
you have taken at MDPAG events to  
Webmaster Linda Vilas-Helton.

Members had fun 
at the October and 
November meetings.

Photos by Dorothy Greynolds

Welcome Back!
Happy New Year! I hope you’re en-

joying this weather as much as I am. 
Would you have imagined 50-70 de-
grees in February? When plans were 
made last year for Carol Blackburn’s 
workshop many of us were leery of 
what the weather and road condition 
might be, well what a big surprise.  
Even Clay Day in January had decent 
weather.  We had a nice turnout.  It was 
just what I needed to give me a boost 
back into polymer clay. Believe it or not 
I hadn’t touch clay since the potluck 
meeting in November. Guess I needed  
a break. Carol Blackburn’s workshops, 
which were awesome, have me back to 
creating with clay.  Retreat in April will 
also inspire my creative spirit.

Welcome to our new members.  
We look forward to seeing you at up-
coming meetings. Consider signing up 
for Retreat to have more fun working 
with polymer clay. Information can be 
found on http://mdpag.org. 

(Continued on Page 3)
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Thursday, March 16th: Membership Meeting: 7 - 9 pm
Mini Clay Day:  Bring in your clay, pasta machine (no motors, please), work surface, clay, canes, 
tools and ideas.  We will be covering “Bottles of Hope” to give to Gilda’s Club for their members who 
are fighting cancer and other serious illnesses.  Their members include women, men and children so 
any styles and colors would be appreciated.
Library: Items checked out at the November meeting are due.  Please bring any items in you have 
borrowed.
Show and Tell:  Bring in work you have created over winter break or at the January Clay Day.  
We would love to see what you’ve been working on!  

Thursday, April 6th - Sunday, April 9th: Retreat
Our annual Retreat will be held at Colombiere Center in Clarkston.  There are still rooms available if 
you would like to attend.  It offers members the opportunity to catch up with friends, old and new; 
participate in many activities including: demos, Silent Auction, grab bag, collaborative projects, a 
flea market, a gift exchange and more.  It is always a fun time, if it’s your first Retreat or your 20th!

Thursday, April: Membership Meeting: 7 - 9 pm
Demos:  Kathy Weinberg and Susan Kaplan will demonstrate mosaic techniques.  
Swap: Bowls are due at the meeting. If you can’t attend the meeting, please let Denise Osborne know 
so you can get your bowls to her.

Saturday, May 6th: Clay Day: 10am - 5pm
Clay Day will be held at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 39020 Five Mile Road in Livonia.  Bring your 
projects to work on, Bottles of Hope to cover, work surface, pasta machine (without motor), tools, 
clay and chair pad (if you want).  You can bring lunch or plan on getting a meal at one of the nearby 
restaurants.

Bowl Swap:
• Make one bowl for each participant.  

18 people are signed up.
• If you would like to make an extra 

bowl or two for MDPAG, it would be 
greatly appreciated.  They would be 
donated to the Trina’s Treasure Box 
or to the Silent Auction at Retreat.

• Bowls need to be 3” or smaller. They 
don’t need to be round. Be creative!

• The April 20th, 2017 meeting is the 
deadline for turning in the bowls.  

• They will be returned at the May 18th 
meeting. If all bowls are turned in at 
Retreat, they will be returned there 
instead of at the April meeting.
Bowl Swap Participants:
Jean Comport 
Chris Corliss
Phyllis Crawley
Bev Currie  
Lorna Dufrane
Diane Ferguson
Dorothy Greynolds 
Kathie Harroun
Linda Vilas-Helton 
Sue Kelsey
Lori Kozlowski 
Charmaine Lipa
Denise Osborne 
Helen Pope
Kathryn Savickas 
Sue Screws  
Suzanne Stiles
Kathy Weinberg 

All Meetings: 
Donations: Contributions to our  “Beads of Courage,” “Bottles of Hope” and “Hearts for Heroes” 
outreach charity programs are always appreciated. 

Just a reminder: There will be a Board meeting before the general guild meeting so the room 
will not be available until 6:45. Thank you so much for your support and cooperation by al-
lowing us to hold Board meetings before our general meeting as opposed to Board members 
giving up several Saturdays to handle guild business.

Upcoming Events:
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Linda Villas-Helton has done a won-
derful job with the redesign of the guild’s 
website. Anyone who would like to have 
photos of their clay creations is more 
than welcome to send pictures to Linda.

I want to thank Carol Blackburn for 
an awesome workshop. The veneers I 
learned to make will find their way to 
Bottles of Hope, Hero Hearts, and maybe 
some jewelry. Thank you Susan Kaplan 
for setting up the workshop, good choice. 
I know Susan is working on setting up an-
other workshop in October. What more 
can I say about Kathy Weinberg? She is 
the Queen of Hosting. Kathy you did an 
outstanding job seeing that Carol, who’s 
from England, left with a positive image 
of our guild, city, state, and country. 

I’d also like to thank Dorothy Greynolds 
for creating our newsletters. You can sub-
mit stories, tips, or pictures to the news-
letter. Just send an email to Dorothy. 

Just a reminder, elections are coming 
up.  If you are interested in running for 
an office, information of the duties of 
each officer can be found in the files sec-
tion on the member’s only Yahoo site.

Also for those who signed up for the 
Bowl swap, they are due by the April 20th 
meeting. I will collect them if you have 
them ready at Retreat. 

Happy Claying, 
Denise Osborne, 
MDPAG President
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Photos by Kathy Weinberg

We were very fortunate to have  
Carol Blackburn here in February to 
teach two workshops.  She also pre-
sented a slide show of her work and 
discussed her techniques and ideas at 
a meeting prior to her workshops.  

Both workshops and the meeting 
were inspirational and enjoyable 
for all the members attending.

Carol Blackburn Workshop Pics
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Meetings are held on the  
third Thursday of the month,   
excluding Dec., Jan. and Feb.

Most meetings take place at 7-9pm
Royal Oak Senior Center, 3500 Marais

Outreach projects:
Here are several ways to donate your  
creative talents to help others.
Beads of Courage:
Make fun beads to help 
boys and girls strug-
gling with cancer or 
other serious illnesses. 
All styles are appreci-
ated in any clay (except 
Sculpey 3 because it’s brittle).  Drill a 
hole in the bead large enough for a round 
toothpick to slide through.

Bottles of Hope: 
Decorate small glass bot-
tles (MDPAG provides)  
for Gilda’s Club.  Use a fa-
vorite technique or try a 
new one.  The decorated 
bottles are given to Gilda’s 
Club members (men, women, teens and chil-
dren) who are dealing with cancer or other  
serious illnesses, as an encouragement.

Hearts for Heroes:
Make hearts about the 
size of a quarter for the 
armed forces. Attach 
them to a lanyard hook 
or fishing swivel hook.  
More masculine colors/
styles are appreciated.

Bring the items you make to meetings, 
Retreat or Clay Days.  Thank you for your 
participation.

Thursday March 16th • 7-9pm: Meeting 
Mini Clay Day - Bottles of Hope 

• Library • Show & Tell
Royal Oak Senior Center

Thursday April 6th - Sunday, April 9th: 
MDPAG Retreat 

Deb Hart will be the Guest Artist 
Spaces are still available! Contact  

Retreat Co-Chair Chris Corliss for  
more information.

Colombiere Conference Center, Clarkston

Thursday April 20th • 7-9pm: Meeting 
Mosaic demos by Susan Kaplan &  

Kathy Weinberg  • Bowls due for Swap  
• Library • Retreat Show & Tell

Royal Oak Senior Center
more info. on page 2

Upcoming Events:


